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2015 Legislative Update 

 HB 1041 Income Tax Credit for Volunteer FF’s 

 Provides that an individual who is a volunteer firefighter is 
entitled to a credit of $500 against the individual’s adjusted 
gross income tax liability each taxable year. 

 

 Representative Saunders, Lewisville, IN Henry County 

 Representative Hamm, Richmond, IN 

 Assigned to House and Means Committee 

 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 HB 1080/1081  EMS/Tactical EMS Provider Death 
Benefit 

 Provides public safety officer special death benefit for EMS 
and tactical EMS providers. 

 

 Representative Macer, Indianapolis, IN 

 Assigned to Veterans Affairs and Public Safety 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 HB 1085 Fire Protection Territories 

 Provides that the board of a fire protection territory that 
includes at least: (1) one township containing unincorporated 
territory; and (2) one municipality serving as the provider 
unit; must have two board members appointed from each 
township containing unincorporated territory who reside in 
the unincorporated territory of the township. 

 

 Representative Bacon, Chandler, IN 

 Assigned to Government and Regulation Reform 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 ** HB 1182 ** Fire Training Academy 
 Creates the first ever Fire Training Academy under the State Fire Marshal 
 All inclusive of public safety disciplines: fire, EMS, emergency management, 

telecommunicators, and others 
 Will provide consistent and uniform testing and curriculum 
 Quality assurance for our public safety instructors 
 Future: host recruit academies across the state 

 
 Representative Frye, Greensburg 
 Representative Wesco, Osceola 
 Representative Forestal, Indianapolis, IN 
 Representative Macer, Indianapolis, IN 
 Passed out of first reading 13-0, referred to House Ways and Means pursuant 

House Rule 127.  Reports with amendments, if, any shall be acted upon by the 
House upon submission.  Any bill with an annual fiscal impact to the State in 
access of $50,000.00 may be referred by the Speaker to and reported by Ways 
and Means before it is eligible for a second reading. 
 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 121 Tax Credit for Volunteer FF’s and EMT’s 

 Provides that an individual who is an active volunteer 
firefighter or an active volunteer emergency medical 
technician, and who participates in at least 33% of a 
department's combined total of emergency responses and 
training sessions during the year, is entitled to a credit of 
$2,000 against the individual's adjusted gross income tax 
liability each taxable year. 

 

 Senator Glick, LaGrange, IN 

 Referred to Tax and Fiscal Policy Committee 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 131 Volunteer FF’s Holding Elected Office 

 Removes provisions that prohibit volunteer firefighters from 
assuming or holding certain elected offices. 

 

 Senator Leising, Oldenburg, IN 

 Referred to Committee on Elections 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 191 FF’s Serving on Township Boards 

 Allows an individual to serve as a member of a township board 
and also serve as a volunteer firefighter or full-time firefighter 
of a fire department that provides fire services to the township. 

 

 Senator Arnold, LaPorte, IN 

 Referred to Committee on Local Government Reform 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 321 Contract for Fire and Emergency Services 
 Beginning July 1, 2016, requires a city or town (municipality) that 

does not operate a fire department or participate in a fire protection 
territory or fire protection district to issue a request for proposals 
and award the contract for fire protection services or emergency 
medical services (services) under the public purchasing law, unless: 
(1) the equipment, personnel, and services are provided to the 
municipality without charge; or (2) the services are provided to a 
municipality in response to a request for assistance or under the 
state emergency management compact. 

 

 Senator Head, Logansport, IN 

 Referred to Committee on Local Government 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 484 Fire and Emergency Response Issues 

 Creates intrastate mutual aid compact which will allow (not 
require) political subdivisions to enter into agreements with 
neighboring communities to provide mutual aid assistance on 
large-scale incidents 

 Allows for Task Force I to be deployed as in-state resource for 
disasters while utilizing federal guidelines and reimbursement 
schedules 

 

 Senator Crider, Greenfield, IN 

 Referred to Homeland Security and Transportation 

 

 

 



2015 Legislative Update 

 SB 556 Fire Prevention and Building Safety 

 Amends the arson statute (IC 35-43-1-1) to allow prosecutors 
to charge individuals with “arson” if they cause a fire while 
committing another crime (i.e. manufacturing 
methamphetamine). 

 

 Senator Yoder, Middlebury, IN 

 Referred to Homeland Security and Transportation 
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Fire Department Headlines 

 Australian Firefighter Facing Criminal Charges Over 
Facebook Post 
 A Queensland, Australia firefighter is facing criminal charges over a 

Facebook scandal involving a “straw poll” where firefighters rated 
which female coworkers would be best in bed... 

 NY Fire Department Sued for Wrongful Death in 
Football Case 
 A fire department in upstate New York has been sued following the 

death of a high school football player from injuries he sustained in a 
game. Damon James, 16, died on September 16, 2013 and according 
to the suit, the fire department refused to bring an ambulance onto 
the field “putting concerns about property damage ahead of the lives 
and safety of student athletes.” 

 

 
Source:  www.firelawblog.com 



Fire Department Headlines 

 Homeowner Wants City to Pay for Door Damaged by 
Firefighters 
 Today’s burning question: Last March when I went out shopping, 

firefighters were called to my house and broke down my door. 
Apparently my neighbor called because my wood burning stove 
created a lot of smoke. The door cost me $2,000 to fix. Can I make 
the city or the firefighters pay? 

 Cancellation of Paramedic Unit Prompts California Suit 
for Wrongful Death 
 The family of a man who died in 2013 has filed suit against a 

California fire department, a fire chief and others who the family 
claims are to blame for the man's death. The complaint includes 
allegations that a Yermo Fire Department captain cancelled a 
responding ALS ambulance long before he arrived on scene because 
he believed the patient was a “constant complainer” ... 

 
 

Source:  www.firelawblog.com 



Policies and Procedures 



Sample Policies / Procedures 

 Disciplinary Procedures 

 Purpose 

 Framework 

 Hierarchy of Options 

 Appeal Rights 

 

 

 

Source: www.mtas.tennessee.edu 



Sample Policies / Procedures 

 Personal Vehicle Response Policy 

 Blue “courtesy” lights 

 Obey all vehicle laws 

 for State of Indiana 

 

Source: www.iafc.org 



Sample Policies / Procedures 

 Social Media Policy 

 Photographs 

 Status of emergency scene 

 Posts while potentially 

 operating emergency 

 vehicle 

 Everything you post becomes 

 evidence for a trial 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: www.iafc.org 



Contact Information 

 Jonathan L. Whitham 

 Indiana Department of Homeland Security 

 Telephone: 317-234-8912 

 Email: JWhitham@dhs.in.gov 

 Web: www.in.gov/dhs 
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